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[On April yth, 1919, Lawrence received this telegram from
his younger brother: 'Father has pneumonia come if possible/ A
letter of the same day informed him that his father had died of
pneumonia following on Spanish influenza. Lawrence came for
a few hours and returned to Paris. He preserved both the letter
and the telegram, which were found among his papers after his
own death.
In the spring of 1919 Feisal's case had been heard, and the
final decision postponed, and Lawrence decided to go to Cairo.
General Groves, the British Air delegate at the Peace Conference,
offered him a passage in one of the Handley-Page aeroplanes
which were being sent at that moment to 'blaze the trail'. Since
I regard this flight as a turning point in Lawrence's life, I have
included an account of it written by one of the pilots.
The first machines started from Carnin near Lille in April
1919. Altogether fifty-one Handley-Page 0/400 twin-engined
planes of 58 and 216 squadrons and detached flights were sent
to Egypt in response to an urgent call. (See General Seely's
statement of Oct. 28th, I9I9)1 Of these twenty-six had arrived
by the end of October and fifteen had been written off. No one
seems to know for certain what happened to the other ten.
One machine piloted by Lt. J. D. Vance after being delayed
by bad weather crashed near Poursieres (South of France).
Lt. Vance, the second pilot, rigger and fitter were all killed.
Another machine of 58 Squadron was forced to land at Givry-
sur-Orbize in the district of Chalons due to trouble in the petrol
system. The machine struck a tree and nose-dived into a field.
The second pilot was injured and the machine wrecked. There
were three other bad accidents involving four fatal and four non-
fatal injuries.
Colonel Lawrence was in one of the first machines. Apart
from nearly capsizing in the long grass at Pisa, he reached Rome
safely and in fairly good time. But on attempting to land at
Centocelle in semi-darkness the pilot, Lt. Prince, misjudged
the length of the aerodrome and turned over. Lt. Prince was
killed outright and his second pilot, Lt. Sprott, succumbed the
next morning. Col. Lawrence, who was in the back of the
1 General Seely stated in the House of Commons that 'the sending of these machines
by sea would have meant that they could not have been ready for action until many
months after they were required*. As it was the leading machines managed the trip in
just under three months!